Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 057028 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DODE-OO PM-04 MC-02 CIAE-00 INR-07 L-03 
ACDA-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 TRSE-00 
INRE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 /060 R 

DRAFTED BY OSD/ISA:CDR.BITOFF:MEM 
APPROVED BY EUR/RPM:HAHOLMES 
EUR/RPM:WTROBINSON 
PM/ISP:DANDERSON 
OSD/ISA:MGEN BOWMAN 

150320Z 032616/70 

O P 150042Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION NATO IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
CDR DARCOM ALEX VA PRIORITY 
CDR PICATINNY ARS DOVER NJ PRIORITY 
USAMSAA APG MD PRIORITY 
SRUSASGUK LONDON PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 057028 

HOLD FOR OPENING OF BUSINESS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: OCON, NATO, MILI 

SUBJECT: AD HOC COMMITTEE ON EQUIPMENT INTEROPERABILITY 
WORKING GROUP 3 ON TANK GUN AMMUNITION (AC/297-WG/3) 

REFS: A. USNATO 1239, DTG 071826Z MAR 77; B. STATE 041 168, 

DTG 2401 10Z FEB 77; C. STATE 055232, DTG 120041Z MAR 77 

1 . WE MUST REPEAT OUR OBJECTIONS TO PARAGRAPH 17 (AS 
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MODIFIED) AND PARAGRAPH 20 (REVISED) AS FOLLOWS: 

A. WITH REGARD TO PARAGRAPH 17, THE U.S. OBJECTS TO THE 
APPLICATION OF THE WORD QTE INTERIM UNQTE TO THE M735 
105MM APFSDS ROUNDS. AS STATED IN PREVIOUS GUIDANCE 
(REF B) QTE THE U.S. EXPECTS TO PRODUCE THE M-735 FOR ITS 
OWN INVENTORY UNTIL THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE XM774 HAS 
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REACHED A SATISFACTORY CONCLUSION. AT THAT TIME, M-735 
PRODUCTION WILL BE PHASED OUT AND XM744 PRODUCTION WILL BE 
PHASED IN. THE XM744 WILL BE BALLISTICALLY MATCHED TO THE 
M-735 AND THEREFORE FULLY INTEROPERABLE. UNQTE. THE U.S. 

WAR RESERVE OF APFSDS 105MM AMMUNITION WILL CONSIST OF 
M-735 AND M774. 

B. WITH REFERENCE TO PARAGRAPH 20, IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT 

FOUR DIFFERENT 120MM WEAPONS WILL EXIST IN THE NATO 
FORCE STRUCTURE BY 1990: 

- FRG 120MM SMOOTHBORE FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION 

- UK L-l 1 120MM RIFLED BORE FIRING SEPARATE LOADED 
AMMUNITION 

- UK 120MM IMPROVED RIFLED BORE FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION 

- FRENCH 120MM SMOOTHBORE FIRING FIXED AMMUNITION 

2. INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN THE 120MM AMMUNITION WITH 
THE TWO RIFLED WEAPONS WILL EXIST ONLY AT THE MANUFACTUR- 
ING FACILITY LEVEL AND NOT IN COMBAT. THUS, INTEROPER- 
ABILITY IN THE TRUE SENSE OF THE WORD WILL NOT BE 
ACHIEVED. 

3. THEREFORE, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT U.S. MISSION NATO 
REAFFIRM THE U.S. POSITION WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE 
POINTS. 
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